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haw ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and ‘khow, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiuh, v. 1. 
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{From the Pilot, printed at New Haven.) 
700,000 MINISTERS!!! 


‘For among my people are found 
wicked men: They lay wait as he that 
setteth snares: They set a trap: They 
catch men. Asa cage is full of birds, so 
are their houses full of deceit: Therefore 
they are become great and waxen rich.” 

Jeremiah, v. 26, 27. 

In our last we took a view of three 
societies (the Education, Bible, and 
Missionary Societies] of wicked men | 
setting traps to catch men. 

It is to be lamented, that the /ayp 
officers of these societies had not been 
satisfied with their silver and their gold, 
their houses and. lands, with the abun- 
dance of their merchandize and their 
luxuries; and more to be lamented, 
that those clergymen, who have been 
busy in their,green rooms and behind 
the scenes, had not been contented 
with the heavenly office of feeding 
their flocks in green pastures and of 
watering them at the well of salva- 
tion. 

But it is useless to spend time in 
lamentations. It is the duty of every 
man, for whom these traps have been 
set, to check the operations of these 
societies. Let not their wealth, their 
numbers, or their names intimidate 
you. 

The Romish Church, having nations 
trembling at her nod, and kings at her 
chariot wheels, boasting, like the Bible 
Society, of being employed by the 
Great Emmanuel, and defying the gates 
of hell, was suddenly arrested and shorn 
of her beams by a few reformers. 

In the three great societies there is 





nothing formidable, if, with pure hearts, 
you fervently pursue the course dicta- | 
ted by duty and interest. Day up| 
THE FOUNTAIN WHICH SUPPLIES! 


Vor? VI. 


ad 





THEIR STREAMS. Withdraw your 
support, not from those clergymen, 
who, without their own knowledge or 
consent, have been made members of* 
these societies, but from those who are 
active in their service, and who rob 
their people, even on their death-beds, 
for pious uses, as they are called! 
Keep at a distance all the members of 
the horse-leech family. Be on your 
guard against the wicked men, who . 
‘‘lay wait, as he that setteth snares,” 
and ponder well the paths of your feet, 
while the trps are all about you, not 
forgetting the popery boxes, which, to 
the disgrace of our taverns, of our 
packets and steam boats, are set to 
catch the unwary traveller. 

This course, faithfully pursued for 
a time, will cause the leaders to exe 
claim, like Micah, * Ye have taken 
away my gods and what have I more?”? 
When money and money’s worth shall 
be withheld from them, they will be 
weak as other men; still. they will re- 
tain some powers of life. Of what 
they have ground from the faces of the 
poor, a comfortable remnant is retained 
as a floating capital. 


-The Education Society has, accord- 
ing to its eighth report, a current fund 
of 5323 dollars, and a permanent fund 
of 2!,980 dollars The: Bible Society 
has a ‘Depository i in New York, which 
cost 22,500 dollars, and ‘a floating 
capital of about 20,000 dollars, em- 
ployed in the Bible trade; and Hs 
several thousands lent out. The Mis- 
sionary Society is supposed to be far 
better provided for hard weather; its 
last report is not in hand. To the 
whole may be added the sums secured 
to them by last wits. One of their 
reverend managers is said to have in 
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his holy keeping tqwenty-six wills, made 
by himself but signed by others, from 
which may be expected great gain to 
the craftsmen. Thus these Societies 
may appear to thrive for a time, after 
their snares and traps shall have ceased 
in their effects. 

In view of what these Societies have 
done, are doing, and intend to do, it 1s 
our duty to dry up the fountain. ‘This 
is the improvement of our subject, and 
to the faithful use of it we have every 
adequate motive. If we encounter er- 
rors, they always have prickly points 
about them; and if none dare to attack 
them, the whole field will soon be full 
of briars and thorns. The man who 
resolves to do his duty, will not stop 
to inquire whether the priest or the 
deacon, the tithingman or the chorister 
approve his course, or whether his cus- 
tomers will, for the present, increase or 
diminish. A straight course will be 
most profitable in the end. 

In the days of the Apostles, and in 
every intervening age, and at this day, 
there were and are certain classes of 
men, boasting much of religion, but 
vitally and habitually opposed to that 
humble and holy religion, which is 
‘¢ heaven’s best gift to man,” the rich- 
est treasure of the common people. 
Some are in the habit of declaring re- 
ligion to be the exclusive property of 
those who talk a great deal about it, 
and who go regularly to meeting. 

The task of watching men who 
“¢ lay wait, as he that setteth snares,” 
of those who set traps to catch men, 
is arduous; but be it remembered, that 
their houses are full of deceit, there. 
fore have they become great and waxen 
rich—all at our expense and through 
a misplaced confidence; and if the 


monies which they have drawn and/ 


are drawing from us, did not lessen 





cates 2 


virtuous widow in the neighbourhood, 
mourning the loss of the husband of 
her youth, and struggling day and 
night to procure bread for the innocent 
orphans looking up to her for support. 
Will we take the money, to which this 
widow has a right to look for aid, and 
throw it into the sinks of these s0. 
cieties, thence to be drained off, partly 
in bounties to the horse-leech family, 
partly to their own subalterns, and the 
remnant to white Pagans, and to In. 
dians and negroes in foreign lands? 
Do not nature, reason and religion de. 
mand of us to dry up the fountain which 
supplies these foreign streams, and con- 
fine our charities within the small circle 
of poor, to whom we can distribute 
without a clangor of arms or a flourish 
of trumpets to announce our charities 
to the world ? 

Our past charities to these great so- 
cieties have emboldened them to rise in 
their demands, even to a requisition for 
the education, support, and exporta- 
tion of 700,000 ministers! A humble 
christian might have imagined, that if 
one minister could take charge of one 
thousand heathen, the Infinite Spirit 
might make him the instrument of the 
conversion of a few, each of whom 
might take in charge one thousand of 
his own nation and language, and thus 
conversions might be extended at a 
small expense; but there was not 
enough of grandeur in such a course; 
men who deal in their hundreds of 
thousands and their millions, and whe 
affect to be the centres round which 
the minor heavenly bodies are to re- 


volve, will not be confined by narrow 
limits. 





We shall have occasion to notice 
‘hereafter the influence of these three 
societies on the actual religion and on 
ithe political condition of our country» 





the supply of the poor in the midst of | we will therefore only remark, at pre- 
us, less would be the injury; but the Ii sent, as an argument for drying up the 
charities of most of us are limited by | foaiatatin, that so long as giving an 
our circumstances or tempers. If the || trapping go on, our towns and churches 
heart can be suitably moved to this | will suffer. The religion of the gos- 
work, it must be by the sight of alipel is too serious a business to be ut- 
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dertaken in earnest, if men can be ex- 
cused from it by a certificate of pay- 
meut from the treasurer of one of these 
societies, or by carrying round a beg- 
ging book, or by depositing a mission- 
ary or education box, or by boarding 
a pious young man, as two were board- 
ed in tis place, or by giving away some 
clothes which our pride had cast off, 
or by setting snares or traps, or by any 
of the menial works of artificial chari- 
ty. The new heavens and new earth, 
in which dwelleth righteousness, have 
never been offered to such dealers; yet 
while such cheap works are accepted, 
as evidence of grace, by men who sell 
Bibles, who educate young men, called 
pious, and who take in charge toreign 
missions, that which we used to re- 
spect as true religion, is kept in the 
shade 

We would add, most delicately, for 
fear of giving offence, that there never 
was a time, before this, when in our 
own country, so many scarlet and fine 
linen believers incumbered the church; 
and this will naturally be the case, 


when such unsanctified bodies as the || 


Missionary Society, the Education So- 
ciety, and the Bible Society, take into 
their charge the affairs of Zion. 

When proud ecclesiastics are very 
intimate with ambitious statesmen, and 
plotting with them for the advance- 
ment of religion, depend on it, that 
the enemy of souls has some great 
work in hand. If you look for the 
most exemplary piety among the cler- 
gy, go to the village preacher, who, 
settled on a small salary, gives exam- 
ples of meekness, endurance, faith, and 
penitence. Such appear to be fed by 
Him, who heareth the young ravens 
when they cry, and who feedeth with 
a few loaves and fishes a hungry mul- 
titude. 

Such humble apostles may train up 
children for glory, and recruit success- 
fully, not for the army of seven hun- 
dred thousand ministers, but for that 
illustrious army of martyrs, who having 


fought the good fight of faith mantful- 











ly, through this world of trial, will 
ascend to their everlasting encampment, 
and to the immediate command of the 
Captain of Salvation. 


For the Reformer. 
[Communicated from Palmyra, N. Y.] 
A NEW SCHEME, SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS, &c. 

The Presbyterian society in Palmyra 
have “newly fitted up”? their Sunday 
school establis/:iment. ‘The plan they 
have now adopted I think is far su- 
perior to any which has yet come to 
my knowledge, although it may not 
be original with this society. They 
have agents and teaclers regularly ap- 
pointed, whose office it is to electioneer, 
or in other words, to use their utmost 
exertions to influence youth, rich and 
poor, black and white, male and fe- 
male, to attend and read and commit 
to memory particular passages of scrip- 
ture. The teachers explain or interpret 
the passages to subserve their own par- 
ticular creed. But the new plan which 


ithey have adopted is this: The youth, 


| 
| 





as soon as they are entrusted to the 
care of this school, are compelled to 
sign a paper, or make their mark, 
which obliges them to attend no other 
meeting than Presbyterian, and that 
every Sunday! N. S. 


The above plan is well calculated to 
bring the rising generation into the 
visible Presbyterian church, and should 
it be carried into effect throughout the 
United States, this body of people 
would soon acquire an overwhelming 
majority over all other sects, and be 
able to manage both them and the 
civil government as they pleased. The 
Presbyterians in the State of New 
York, have already assumed very high 
ground, sending numerous petitions to 
the Legislature, in order to get the 
state government to aid them 1a their 
measures, and give a sanction to their 
schemes. ‘They have met with some 
repulse it is true; but this will not 
discourage them. As if of more noble 
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blood than others, and born to rule, 
they urge their claims with an as- 
surance and fixedness of determination 
to be found in no other society in this 
country. If they fail in one plan they 
resort to another, and pursue their 
course as if fully resolved not to slack- 
en in their endeavours until the citadel 
is gained and the sceptre of power 
passes into their hands. 

The interests of religion and the 
welfare of men’s souls is always the 
avowed pretence in what they do, 
while to others it is but too evident 
that there is less of this ingredient 
than any thing else in their plans and 
movements. It is but a short time ago 
that they presented numerous petitions 
to the legislature to prohibit naviga- 
tion on the Erie canal on Sundays. 
Not succeeding, we now learn from an 
Albany paper, that one at least of the 
clericals in that state, has suggested 
the idea of having the tolls, arising 
from the canal navigation on the Sab- 
bath, given to the T'ract Society, and 
for the aid of missionaries to the hea- 
then. After adducing many plausible 
reasons in support of his proposition, 
he thus concludes: 

“Only think of the beneficial re- 
sults that would flow from this con- 
tribufion; of the many heathen souls 
that would be converted to a sense of |! 
their wretchedness; and of the many 


pious young men that could be reared || 


in ministering salvation to those on 
whom the light of the gospel has never 
yet shone! From this money, how 


many tracts might be procured and | 


distributed among the ungodly (and 
common schools) of our own state! 
Notwithstanding powerful efforts were 

made at the last session of the legisla- 
ture, to prevent canal navigation on 


the Sabbath, it is true they proved un. 


successful; but if a wise and honorable 
representation appears in our le ‘gislative 
halls next year who can appreciate the 
value of immortal souls—of Tract and 
Missionary Societies—there can be no 


doubt, but they will be liberal and 


ee 
‘ 


patriotic enough to bestow these Sab. 
bath tolls to the purposes I have sug. 
gested. At least, a more powerful 
application and more unlimited exer. 
tions will be made, for the accomplish. 
ment of this object, than were made 
the present year for the prevention of 
canal navigation on the Sabbath. dd 

It seems then if it be an unrighteous 
act to navigate the canal on Sundays, 
the clergy, like Balaam, love the wages 
of unrighteousness. The toll collect. 
ed on the canal on all the days of the 
week would not be sufficient to satisfy 
the cravings of these men. When ob- 
tained they would still direct their at. 
tention to other sources of gain. It is 
not, perhaps, very generally known 
that the clergy in Connecticut, some 
years back, made an attempt to obtain 
the fund for common schools in that 
state, amounting to nearly two millions 
of dollars, and was very near succeed- 
ing in their attempt by means of their 
partisans then in power. 

In commenting on this new propo- 
sition of having the toll obtained by 
the navigation of the canal on Sun- 
days, given into the hands of the cler- 





Igy: the writer who announces it, re- 


ks: 

“If the clergymen of our state com- 
Mence their reign in this way—enrich 
‘themselves by any means—we shall 
‘have much to fear. Hitherto, they 
have been eminently successful in all 
their attempts; what are their pros- 
| pects for the future time alone must 
| develop. But this project of pro- 
curing a portion of canal tolls, for the 
purpose of publishing tracts, of sup- 
porting a set of ¢ pious, indigent [and 
insolent] young men,’ and of enrich- 
‘ing a certain class of preachers, would 
'be an excellent one, if there were any 
chance of its success. It is a truth too 
‘palpable, and one which I fear will be 
discovered too late, that clergymen 
‘have become men of the most influence 
in society: this same influence, baleful 
‘as it 1s, has been experienced every 
'where, and borne with a meek and. 


| mar 
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passive sufferance ; and when it pro- 
gresses so rapidly as to dictate to great 
men in high places, it is time to keep 
a watchful eye over their conduct.”’ 

It is indeed time for the people in 
the state of New York to look into 
matters, and see whether they are to 
be inthralled in the chains and fetters 
of priestcraft. ‘They certainly will be 
unless they open their eyes to a sense 
of their danger, and put their shoul- 
ders to the wheels which are rolling on 
the clerical car, and turn it backward. 
If any thing is done, too, it must be 
done soon, as ** onward’’ is the watch- 
word throughout their ranks. And 
although they have been a little frus- 
trated in not having the secretary of 
state at their right hand in introducing 
tracts into common schools, yet they 
have succeeded in establishing a ‘¢ Na- 
tional Tract Society,”? and obtained 
20,000 dollars to erect a building to 
carry on its operations. They un- 
doubtedly expect to accomplish, in 
the end, all their plans, and laugh 
Time must 


their opposers to scorn. 
show whether their anticipations will 
be realized or not. 


[From the Albany Microscope. 


Among the many attempts of the 
*‘chosen”’ clergy to promote their own 
views, their efforts to prevent “ travel- 
ling on the canals on Sunday” are not 
the least conspicuous. It appears that, 
for this purpose, there were no less 
than ¢/irty-t.ree petitions presented to 
the last legislature, exclusive of those 
from ‘the state at large.*? These nu- 
merous petitions were from remotest 
parts of the state, and plainly evince 
the co-operative and energetic system 
that exists in the arrangement of the 
ministry, to effect any difficult and 
daring enterprize. That there is a 
secret combination existing between 
them—a secret and unprincipled mode 
of carrying their plans into execution, 





tion, will now be disposed to deny, 


4 hese various petition, coming as they 


did from different parts of the state— 
some, from counties at a distance of 50 
miles or more from the canals, are a 
striking illustration of the ascendency 
which they are striving to acquire over 
the people. And the better to dis- 
guise their designs, they prevailed on 
many of their church-men and the 
more bigoted and dependent votaries, 
to sign and send these petitions to the 
legislature; virtually making them fools 
to promote their own great interests, 
No preachers have a right to inter- 
meddle with the affairs of government; 
and when we see them, sly and cun- 
ning, forming a combination to effect 
objects important only to themselves, 
but unwholesome to the interests of 
the state, it is the duty of every man 
who is a friend to his country, to ex- 
pose them to the world “naked and 
disgraced.”’ 

Let every man put the question to 
himself—Was it for the welfare of the 
state, or was it for some selfish object, 
that the clergy caused these petitions 
to be presented to the legislature? Let 
him answer it with honor and candor, 
and there can be no doubt but the lat- 
ter result will be produced. 

If, however, they had succeeded in 
their request, it would have been an 
opening for other schemes more diffi- 
cult and daring: indeed, it was intend. 
ed only as the prelude to the attaia- 
ment of greater and nobler objects. 

The powerful efforts of the clergy 
to bring men and things under their 
‘immediate influence and control, have 
been very generally and severely felt— 
“yet no complaints have been uttered: 
| no one has had the daring to expose 
the conduct of a body of men so pow- 
erful and so respected. But when their 
‘encroachments upon the public rights 
and tranquility become oppressive, and 





\ their measures are calculated to injure 


as dangerous to the welfare of society | the general interests and harmony of 
ag it is disrraceful to themselves, no! socicty, it is hoped every man will 
gne, of the most superficial observa-\ have spirit and independence enough 
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to rise in his might, and trample under 
foot the most dangerous men that in- 
fest community. It will be perceived 
there was something more in view than 
the mere prevention of canal navigation 
on Sunday; and that, if that prayer 
had succeeded, there was something to 


follow more than “meets the eye’’ of 
every one. That this humble prayer of 


the proud and selfish clergy, through 








= 4 _—_ ~ 
a 


now existing throughout the christian 
world, and comparing those facts with 
the scriptures of truth, and the testi. 
mony of the most virtuous in every 
age, I am constrained to give my 
judgment decidedly on the subject— 
that the freedom of the press hath not 
produced any thing of greater utility 
to the present age than this said Re. 





, former, including the various periodical 


their instruments, did not succeed,! papers employed in the same cause, 
every honest heart will be rejoiced as!) What can be so profitable to the mil. 


he loves his country: that they will 
not succeed in any project still more 
dangerous, every man of humane feel- 
ing will “ever pray.” 


For the Reformer. 
[Communicated from Ohio. } 


Having lately had an opportunity 
of perusing several volumes of the Re- 
former, and taking into consideration 
the object and extent of it in exposing 
the fallacy of all the combined systems 
of modern christianity, I must confess 
that common people, such as I, have 
some cause to be staggered at it, so as 
to query whether it is calculated to 
promote good or evil. To remonstrate 
against an orthodox, learned priest- 
hood, en masse, and the church univer- 
sal, by which it is supported, whole- 
sale—to represent the apparently pious 
plans of all sects and parties as one en- 
tire system of deyeneracy, injurious to 
mankind, and a dishonor to the name 
ef God and his Christ, might seem to 
be carrying the matter too far, and 
might really excite some jealousy, even 
in a liberal mind, whether the author 
of such a work was not, somehow or 
other, enlisted in the cause of infideli- 
ty. But upon mature deliberation, ta- 
king into view the evidence of facts* 





* If the details exhibited in the Refor. 
mer are not facts, must it not argue an 
unpardonable stupidity in ministers and 
people to let them pass so long unrefuted? 
Could any thing in reason call louder for 
their combined exertions than to invali- 
dute such flagrant scandals, if such they 
be, and support the credit of their pious 


' . . 
‘lions lost in the fog of a vain super. 
, stition, as to raise, even, a hurricane, to 


disperse the delusive mist and restore 
the true vision of objects in their pro- 
per colours? . 
Admitting that ofie half is true of 
the public statements given of the 
avaricious plans of a professi@p gospel 
ministry——the uumanly, not to say un- 
godly, measures that are adopted to 
raise cash for the purpose of accom- 
'plishing their complicated designs, 
|must not the human mind be bewilder- 
led to the last degree, not to see the 
| obvious difference between those who 








| now manage the helm of religious af- 


fairs, and those of antiquity, whose 
labours were commended to the con- 
sciences of all men by the power of 
'God and the fruits of virtue? 

But how has it come to pass, that, 
in an age of confessedly superior light, 
both clergy and laity can be so im- 
posed upon as to believe that it is the 
cause of Jesus Christ in which they 
are engaged? I say imposed upon, 
for it must be granted, in charity, that 
many who are zealous in the cause are 
conscientious men, and verily think 
that they are doing God service. 

To get at the root of this fatal im- 
position, we must dig down through 
that enormous mass of supeistition, 
that, through ages and generations 
past, has been piled up on the early 
credit of the christian name. That 
genius, or kind of priesthood which 


— 





intentions, provided that real piety is the 
mainspring of this grand christianizing 








machinery / 
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is now most popular throughout the 
christian world, originated in certain 
vain philosophers, enterprising poli- 
ticians, and other such designing men, 
who, unawares, crept slyly into a pro- 
fession of the gospel of Christ. Those 
deceitful workers, having obtained the 
name and character of christians, their 
eminence soon gave an air of populari- 
ty to the system they adopted; this 
opened a door for others of a similar 
cast to enter the list, and so their num- 
bers and influence gradually increased, 
and therewith their power and author- 
ity to form and reform their doctrine 
and discipline to suit their own taste, 
and subject a deceived world to their 
sceptre. Who could not discern, even 
iu the first stages of this imposition, 
that such men were not real christians? 
The contrast was too glaring to admit 
of a mistake.* They were reputed 
christians, not real—reputedly righ- 
teous, not really so. 

Such were the christians highest j in 


the reputation of the world in the third. 


century, and of such the world hath 


never been lacking since: 
the christianity that is now making its 


last push for dominipn over the nations’ 
of the earth. It is a golden-headed | 


and such is. 


| of heaven. The event, as near at hand, 


is pressing into the feelings of thou- 





christianity, visible to all men of dis- 


cernment; the yery compounded image | 
shown in vision to Daniel the prophet; 


|| sands who are neither visionary fanatics: 


nor heaven-daring infidels, as they are 
called, but persons of sober mind, 
sound judgment, and benevolent feel- 
ings towards the souls of their fellow 
creatures. 

What if Catholic and Protestant, 
with all the divided sects that -profess 
the christian name, should drop their 
dissentions and unite their forces, it 
will only render their overthrow the 
more certain. *£ Proclaim a solemn as- 
sembly for Baal,’’ was the first grand 
signal prognosticating his overthrow. 
And the house of Baal filled from one 
end to the other with his true wor- 
shippers, having not one of the servants 
of the Lord among them, but the wor- 
shippers of Baal only, was the ultimate 
preparation for the grand catastrophe: 
and why may not the present move- 
ments amongst hypocritical professors 
be construed in a similar light? Jehu 
acted the hypocrite to purpose—but 
what will result from the hypocritical 
profession of so many political charac- 
ters in our day, the event only will 
declare. 

In early ages there was something 
in the christian character that served 
as a temptation eyen to great men to 
wish to be thought christians. A 





and the present rage for golden trea- | christian then was thought to be what 
sure I consider as ominous of its near | ‘he really was, a child of Ged—~a bra- 


downfall: 


little attention is paying to! | ther of Jesus Christ—a fayourite of 


the inferior parts of the idol—his head | | heaven—a temple of the Holy Spirit— 


engrosses the universal attention—with | 
such a vast increase of gold he must 
be growing rickety and top-heavy, sO. 
that by and by a few blows of the /i- 
tle stone upon ‘his under-standing will 
easily upset him. ‘This is not mere, 
conjecture. It is the reyealed purpose 





* Constantine himself, the grandfather 


of the whole Catholic hierarchy, conscious | me 


of his hypocrisy, postponed baptism, the 

seal of his profession, till on his death-bed, 

thus laying a foundation for that delusive 

death-bed or gallows preparation for hea- 

ven so much esteemed among various 
christian sects. 


an innocent person; so that to be even 
a reputed christian, then, furnished the 
deceiver with great influence over a 
superstitious world; But what can it 
aid to any character now to be a no- 
torious hypocrite? ‘To personate a cha- 
racter that he himself and all around 
him know that he is not? Must not 
n of honor recoil at the thought of 
| appearing in such colours, which they 
| certainly must, as true light increases 
in the world ? 

In these remarks I have no allusion 
to the persons of men—I have no fa- 
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vourite to flatter nor foe to assail but 
the grand enemy of all good. And if 
to me it appears evident that the reli- 
gion now in vogue is of no profit at 
all, but of almost infinite expense and 
irreparable damage, can I be censura- 
ble for adding a drop of oil to this 
public lamp so emmently calculated to 
expose the corruptions and pious frauds 
of a party falsely called christian. My 
judgment is not founded on the false 
dream of a doctor or the licentiousness 
of a particular priest, nor the imposing 
pranks practised upon the more harm- 
less heathen, nor all the meanness at- 
tached to the rag-bag society, with 
the whole system of shameful beggary; 
I say, it is not on points of ridicule or 
rascality that I found my judgment: I 
take also into view the best that the 
party have to offer to mankind as ob- 
jects of reverent faith. What is there 
among all this immense group of or- 
thodox professors that will not proper- 
ly come under the utle of tradition? 
And if their expensive Theological 
Seminaries (which are the very main- 


spring of the machine) are avowedly 
instituted for traditional purposes, how 
applicable is the address of our Sa- 
viour—* Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias 
prophecy of you, saying, This people 


draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth and honoureth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from me. 
But in yain do they worship me, teach- 
ing for doctrines the commandments 
of men. Making the word of God of 
none effect by your traditions,’? human 
creeds, superstitious worship, &c. all 
which is worse than in vain in point of 
honouring God or benefiting either the 
souls or bodies of men. Evupokia 


For the Reformer. 

To the Editor—As I have always 
been a kind of reasoning being, I ex- 
pect people generally have some rea- 
sons for their opinions and practices, 
although sometimes it is not easy to 
develop them. And as no practice ap- 
pears to me to be more preposterous 


than buying the gospel with money, | 
have spent a good deal of time in study 
and reflection to find out the reasog 
why the buyer should be as earnest 
and tenacious for the practice as. the 
seller. I have at length, I think, made 
the discovery, which is this: The prin- 
ciple of se/f-/ove which is in mankind 
by nature, induces them to be tena- 
cious of whatever opinion they have 
once imbibed, especially when they 
have often expressed it before others, 
and have acted in conformity to it for 
a length of time. Hence we shall per- 
ceive that all those who have imbibed 
and expressed an opinion in favour of 
giving salaries to preachers, and ac- 
tually paid their money for what they 
conceive to be hearing the gospel, are 
pledged, as firmly as their self-love and 
pride can hold them, to continue and 
support the system. Many indeed, I 
believe, have been so long in the habit 
of paying for their preaching that tney 
would consider it casting off all reli- 
gion to renounce the practice. But 
if they would forego some of their 
self-love, and look into the New Tes- 
tament with candour and humility, 
they would see their mistake and be 
willing to confess and forsake an error 
so contrary to the command of Christ, 
eed so dishonouring and injurious to 
ithe cause of christianity. As to such 
‘as advocate the principle of paying 
ministers merely for popularity sake, I 
should suppose their self-interest would 
furnish an antidote, unless at the same 
time they think with Simon Magus, 








|with money. 
‘to believe is pretty generally the case. 
‘Hence their 
'well secured, as they feel easy and safe 


that the gift of God may be purchased 
Aud this I am disposed 


payment to the priest is 


while contributing what in this world 
is most dear to them, viz. their money. 
THOUGHTFUL. 


IMPIETY AND CLERICAL AR- 
ROGANCE. 
“ Dr.” Griffin, in one of his late 








‘Sermons for charity in Boston, is said 
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to have told his hearers that “every” 


cent they should give for the support : 


of miss:ons, they would find credited 
avainst their names in the book of life, 
with a pen dipped in the blood of a cru- | 
cifed Saviour ”’ 

impious as it is arrogant. It is well 
k: own, and acknowledged by all, that 
inany GIVE to be seen of men, with 
other equally base motives. And shall 
actions performed under the influence 
of such principles be registered in the 
book of life? What boid and daring 
assertions are hazarded to induce peo- 
ple to give their money to pramote the 
schemes and plans of the day! 


This same * Dr’? Griffin delivered 
a sermon, May 25, before an associa- 
tion of ministers at Boston, on the 
“ Art of Preac ing.”? The sermon 1s 
spoken of in the Recorder and Tele- 
graph in terms of the highest com- 
mendation. In the-course of his ser- 


mon before his brother ministers, he 
makes the following observations: 


«Dear brethren, our office is no or- 
dinary one’ We are ambassadors from 
the King of kings and Lord of lords 
to a revolted world. Never had men 
committed to them an embassy of such 
deep and everlasting moment. Among 
all the thousands to whom we preach, 
not one but will take an impression 
from us that will never wear out. The 
fate of millions through succeding 
generations depends on our faithful- 
Heaven and hell will forever 
rug with recited memorials of our 
ministry,’ &c. 


That *“* Dr’? Griffin and his bre- 
thren are ambassadors from the Kin 
of kings and Lord of lords, is not 
proven by his bare assertion. Men 
that make merchandise of the gospel, 
receive from two to three thousand 
dollars per annum, aud live in all the 
pomp and pride of life, are any thing 
else but ambassadors of Christ. Christ 
will never own any such ambassadors, 


whatever they may set themselves forth 
to be. 


ness. 


it 
The assertion 1s as} 


i 








For the Reformer. 

Extract from a Sermon on Christian 

Missions, delivered in this city, May 

23, 1825, by the Rev. Dr. Brownlee, 
of Basking Ridge, New Jersey. 


“Now, Reverend Fathers and Brethren; 


| honoured fellow Christians—lI place, most 
i respectfully, this entire subject before 
-vou—I lay before you the deplorable 


helplessness of the heathen, within and 
without the limits of the United States. I 
recur to the positions which I laid down. 
And I repeat with earnestness, Fathers 
and Brethren, we must send them mission- 
aries, or they must perish forever! They 
cannot ‘be saved’ unless ‘they call upon 
the name of the Lord.’ They cannet call 
on hin in whom they have not beheved. 
They cannot believe in him of whom they 
have never heard. They cannot hear 
without a preacher. And they cannot 
preach unless they be sent. And, my 
honoured audience, they cannot be sent 
unless you furnish the means.” 

The assertion that **the heathen 
must perish unless the Scriptures be 
sent to them,’ was repeated three 
times in the course of his sermon, 
which the writer heard delivered. 

We really did not expect such sen. 
timents from a man of Dr. Brownlee’s 
acquirements,—and in common with 
many citizens and zealous friends to 
religion, we cannot help expressing 
our astonishment at them. To sup. 
pose that none of the human race are 
to be saved, or to speak in language 
which many ministers are very fond 
of employing, to suppose that all the 
persons in the world who have not the 
Holy Scriptures, are to be eternally 
doomed, when they die, to the tor- 
ments of hell-fire, is to suppose that 
God will condemn by far the greatest 








; : 
g| part of mankind to punishment for ig- 


norance which it is out of their power 
‘to prevent; for it is well known, that 
for one person who has had the Bible, 
or who ever heard of the doctrines it 
contains, or of the christian dispensa-~ 
tion, there has been five, if not ten 
thousand utterly unacquainted there- 
with. What sort of idea must Dr. 
Brownlee therefore, and those who 
think with him, have of the exalted 
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oodness of the Divine Being who 
could take pleasure in thus punishing 
so many millions of mankind for igno- 
rance of what it did not please him to 
reveal tothem. The idea is too shock- 
ing, too revolting to dwell upon one 
moment. 

Reasoning upon the principle of Dr. 
Brownlee, the people thus situated 
might say to him—*‘ We can prove to 
you that your Scriptures are not of the 
importance you attach to them, for if 
they were, would the great and good 
Spirit permit them to be confined to 
so small a portion of the human race? 
No—no: it follows as a logical con- 
clusion, that had he deemed them es- 
sential to our future happiness, he 
would have favoured us with them; 
but not having done so, he will not be 
so cruel as to make us suffer for with- 
holding from us what he chose to give 
to comparatively a few persons in dif- 
ferent parts of the world.”’ 

I heard Dr. Brownlee’s discourse, 
and was pleased that it was delivered 


in the First Presbyterian Church, and 
jn the presence of its worthy pastor, 
because the sentiments to which I ob- 
ject are in direct opposition to those 


entertained by him. ‘This excellent 
man and able preacher has, more than 
once in my hearing, cautioned the 
over-confident professor of the gospel, 
who, without just examination of the 
ground of faith within him, conludes 
that he is one of ‘the elect,’’ that he 
has “‘ passed from death unto life;’’ 
not to be too sure of his future hap- 
piness, “ for fear he might find his ex- 
pected seat of happiness occupied by 
some gentile savage in the west.” This 
caution is enough to assure us that the 
liberal preacher does not agree with 
Dr. Brownlee, in supposing that all 
who have not the Bible are ‘to perish 
forever.”” I say that the caution has 
been given more than once—I heard 
it twice with infinite pleasure, at the 
distance of three or four years between 
the times of its utterance. It must 
not, however, be concluded that the 


ithe same discourses. 








i 


preacher is in the habit of repeating 
Far from it—he 
could not do so, because he neither 
reads his sermons nor commits them 
to memory, and very seldom preaches 
from a text which had been the sub. 


| ject of a former discussion; but in an 


extempore sermon, the occasional re. 
petition of a sentiment is to be expect- 
ed—and with respect to the one above 
mentioned, I wish he would give it to 
us as often as he gives others with 
which he qualifies the doctrine of pre- 
destination, viz. that if we are lost 
‘6 we are straitened in our own bowels,” 
and that ‘the offer of salvation 1s a: 
wide as the world.” 
No Fanatic. 


[From the Georgetown (D. €.) Metropoli- 
tan, of May 27.} 

The National Journal of the 26th 
instant, mentioned that the centennial 
celebration of Lovewell’s fight was to 
take place on that day. We perceive 
that Mr. Lincoln, a member of Con- 
gress in that state, [Massachusetts] 
honours that bloody and cruel affair, 
together, we presume, with the butcher 
that commanded on the occasion, with 
a poem illustrative no doubt of his su- 


| perior merit in the art of scalp-taking. 


It is our opinion that the less such acts 
are even alluded to (much less celebra- 
ted) the better for the reputation of 
our country. Such deeds of cruelty 
and oppression were only worthy of 
Fernando Cortez, and the Spanish 
tyrants and bigots, against whom we 
should never presume to reflect, 80 
long as we celebrate the conduct of 
our English forefathers, equally base, 
cruel, and unprincipled. Indeed it 
would seem that the puritan gentry 
had only fled from persecution and 
cruelty on one side the Atlantic, that 
they might refine upon it and practice 
it more perfectly on the other. The 
idea of a fellow, among christians, or- 
ganizing a company for the purpose 
of making aa honest living by scalp- 
taking, is too monstrous. ‘Take the 
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account, as published in the Journal, 
from Hutchinson’s history. 


“The Government increased the 
premium for Indian scalps and cap- 
tives to one hundred pounds. This 
encouraged John Lovewell to raise a 
company of volunteers to go out upon 
an Indian hunting. January 5th, he 
brought to Boston a captive and a 
scalp, both which he met with above 
forty miles beyond Winnepoisiaukee 
lake. Going out a second time, he 
discovered ten Indians round a fire, all 
asleep. He ordered part of his com- 
payy to fire, who killed seven—the 
other three, as they were rising up, 
were sent to rest again by the other 
part of the company reserved for that 
purpose. These 10 scalps were brought 
to Boston on the 9th of March. Em- 
boldened with repeated success, he 
made a third attempt, and went out 
with thirty-three men. Upon the 8th 
of May they discovered an Indian upon 
a point of land which joined to a great 


pond or lake. [Pigwacket.] They had 


some suspicion that he was sent there 
to draw them into a snare, and that 
there must he many Indians near, and 
therefore laid down their packs that 
they might be ready for action, and 
the: marched near two miles round the 
pond to come at the Indian they had 


seen. The fellow remained there al- 
though it was certain death to him, 
and when the English came within 
gun-shot, discharged his piece, which 
was loaded with beaver shot, and 
wounded Lovewell and one of his men, 
and then immediately fell himself and 
was scalpt. 

“The Indians, who lay concealed, 
seized all the English packs, and then 
waited their return at a place con- 
venient for their own purpose. One 
of the Indians being discovered, the 
rest, being about eighty, rose, yelled, 
and fired, and’ then ran on with their 
hatchets with great fury. The English 
retreated to the pond, to secure their 
rear, aud, although so unequal in num- 
ders, continued five or six hours till 








—— 


night came on. Captain Lovewell, his 
Lieutenant Farwell, and Ensign Rob- 
bins, were soon mortally wounded, 
and, with five more, were left dead 
upon the spot. Sixteen escaped, and 
returned unhurt, but were obliged to 
leave eight of their wounded compa- 
nions in the woods, without provisions; 
their chaplain, Mr. Fry, of Andover, 
was one; he had behaved with great 
bravery, and scalped one Indian in the 
heat of the action, but perished hims 
self for want of relief.’’ 


CHOCTAW MISSION. 


A missionary among the Choctaw 
Indians, in a letter to one of the Edi- 
tors of the Recorder and Telegraph, 
dated likunna, Choctaw Nation, April 
11, 1825, writes thus: 


“¢ My dear Friend,—I wish I could 
tell you of sinners awakened and con- 
verted from among the Choctaws, but 
I cannot.” 


After getting 101,000 dollars from 
the Choctaws, and then refusing to 
give it up when the Nation was dis- 
satisfied, it cannot be expected that 
the missionaries will meet with much 
success in “awakening and converting 
sinners’? among them. 


Extracts, ec. for the Reformer. 


The Missionaries at the Sandwich 
Islands write thus: * We think there 
is evidently a gradual improvement in 
the character of the chiefs generally, 
especially in their observance of the 
Sabbath. They, however, not unfre- 
quently go a considerable distance to 
bathe, and make it a very sportive sea- 
son. In 6ne instance we saw a female 
chief returning, and reproved her for 
breach of the Sabbath. In an instant 
the tears started from her eyes, and 
with great simplicity [they should 
have said great sagacity] she inquired 
whether it was proper to wash her 
hands and face on that day. She has 
ever since been very punctilious in ali 


‘her conduct on the Sabbath.” 
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It is quite possible to bring people 
to be as strict and particular cn the 


Sabbath as the Scribes and Pharisees | 


were, without their possessing any 
more of true religion than those hypo- 
crites. 


Of another female chief the mission- ' 


aries say,—** She was particularly at- 
tentive to the instructions of the mis- 
sionaries, and to some of the outward 


forms of the christian religion.” It 


seems these wily missionaries are fain 
to pay all attention to the high chiefs 


and high women among them; one of 


whom (a queen) they baptised when 
in an insensible and dying state.’ 


Let us now hear from the mission-: 


aries through another channel than 
their own reports. 


i 


/ 


t 
; 
' 


i 


| 


I hereby certifv, that in the month of. 
October, 1823, the ship Stanton, of Fair-- 


haven, (Mass.) on her return from the 
Coast of Japan, touched at the Sandwich 
Islands, and lay at the Island of Woahoo 
thirty days. 
quently on shore; and on a Sabbath morn- 


iug Lf attended a meeting of the mission- | 


' ed 
uring that time, I was fre- |... . 
eng < ; | vicinity of these Islands, myself and Bart- 


ames at that place, and saw several fe-| 


males whom | supposed to be the wives 
of the missionaries, and a number of white 
children which I understood were the 
children of the missionaries, and that 
these women and children were dressed 
in a more rich and extravagant attire than 
is customary among the wealthy inhabit- 
ants of the state of Massachusetts. fur- 
ther certify, that four of the missionaries 
came on board of the ship at one time, 
and received presents of ivory and whale- 
bone, and that I laboured some time to 
get at these articles, and to procure some 
spirits from the run for them to refresh 
themselves with. In a few days after, I 
went on shore, and met in my walk one 


of these same missionaries; and being de-} 


sirous to converse with him, I ventured 
to address him: he turned and looked at 
me in a manner which denoted that he 
thought me beneath his notice, and pur- 
sued his course. I then concluded that 
he was too haughty to notice one of his 
own countrymen, especially in a seaman’s 
habit; I therefore omitted to obtrude my- 
self upon his notice again. 
NEWTON SOUTHWORTH. 


Mattepoisett, Rochester, Mass. May 4, 1825. | 


so 


k hereby certify, that in the month of 


| 
| 
| 


| 
! 


| 


| 











Aa, 
a, 


September, 1823, the ship Dauphin, of 
Nantucket, on her return from the Coast 
of Japan, touched at the Sandwich Islands 
and lay at the Island of Woahoo twenty. 
six days. During that time I attended one 
meeting at that place, and saw several fe. 
males whom I supposed to be the wives 
of the missionaries, who were dressed ex. 
travagantly. I further certify, that during 
my stay at said Island, one of the seamen 
belonging to the May-Flower, of Ply. 
mouth, fell from the mountains and frac. 
tured his skull. He lived but a short time. 
His funeral I attended, with a number of 
others. The missionaries were not pre- 
sent. The consul supplied their place, 
read a chapter in the Bible, and had him 
decently buried. 
JOHN W. CHANNING. 

Mattepoisett, Mass. May 4, 1825. 

I hereby certify, that in the month of 
September, 1823, the ship Pocahontas, 
from Falmouth, (Mass.) visited the Sand- 
wich Islands to obtain refreshments, and 
on account of two of the crew: one of 


|| whom lost his leg soon after he went on 


shore, and the other had his thigh broken, 
During the time that the ship Iay in the 


let Norton were on shore in the fsland of 
Woahoo, being the persons who had sus- 
tained the misfortunes above mentioned. 
When we had partially recovered, being 
anxious to sce and converse with the mis- 
sionaries, [ with much difficulty made my 
way, in company with two other persons, 
to one of the missianary houses; after en- 


ij tering, a woman, whom we supposed to 


be the wife ot one of the missionaries, 
passed through the room without speak- 
ing to either of us. Soon after this, one 
of the missionaries entered the room, 
passed through, and without speaking, 
or farther noticing us, disappeared. 
EBENEZER R. HAMSIOND. 
Mattepoisett, Mass. May 4, 1825. 


The Editor of the “ Christian Tele- 
scope,” who first inserted these cer- 
tificates, makes the following observa- 
tions: — 

‘‘ We publish these certificates be- 
cause we have them from very respect- 
able young men, who were at these 
Islands, and attentively observed the 
conduct of those who have. been sent 
out at a vast expense to impart instruc- 
tion to the heathen. It is indeed @ 
subject of regret, that those who aré 
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professedly the representatives of the || 


humble Saviour, should manifest so 
little of his spirit. Tio treat with stu- 
died neglect, and with apparent contempt, 
even a stranger, in any country, 1s 
viewed as an act of rudeness by every 
moralist; and ought to meet the de- 
cided reprehension of every christian. 
But when we see men professing to be 
the ministers of Christ, look down 
with imperious scorn upon their own 
countrymen, refusing to reciprocate 
the common civilities of social inter- 
course in a foreign and savage land, 
every principle of the christian religion 
fs then fairly outraged.”’ 
MONEY MATTERS. 

The Editor of the ** Zvangelical Wit- 
ness,’? states, that the receipts of the 
American Bible Society dunng the 
last year were 46,501 dollars. From an 
estimate made by the Editor of the 
Witness of the amount of disburse. 
ments for the same period, there re- 
mains unaccounted for 11,011 dollars, 
said to be expended in the payment of 
officers, agencies, &c.  This,’”’ says 
the Editor, “appears to be to us a 
large sum, and we should be glad to 
see items, but still more happy to learn 
that the documents before us are im- 
perfect’? Again says the Editor of 
the Evangelical Witness, “ The Jews 
Society have collected many thousands 
of dollars. [At least 18,000.] Query. 
How are these monies appropriated ?”’ 

The truth respecting money-matters 
will come out at last, without great 
precaution and a judicious and liberal 
distribution of the honours and profits 
belonging to the concern. 


[From a late Paper.] 
THE EAST INDIES. 

The British themselves appear to be 
alarmed at the mighty power which 
they have raised up in the east. ‘The 
native force, disciplined and armed af- 
ter the European manner, is said to 
amount to more than 200,000 men; 
and it is reasonably believed that it any 


general disaffection should take place 
‘it would not be possible to subdue 
ithem. It is thus, perhaps, that the 
wrongs of India may be avenged; and 
‘it seems almost right that the heartless 
| people who have deluged empires with 
the blood of countless millions, and 
given up to the hyena and the tiger 
Jarge districts of country that lately 
‘teemed with happy and contented be- 
‘ings, should be swept away from the 
‘face of the earth. A terrible retribu- 
tion ought to follow such ternble ex- 
‘cesses, that nations may be taughe 
‘moderation, and men learn to be just. 
The case that lately happened at Bar- 
‘rickpore, is referred to with great ap- 
prehension. It now seems that the 
‘disaffection of the native troops was sa 
extensive as to sustify the slaughter of 
four hundred and fifty of them on the 
| Spot, with the wounding of one hun- 
idred and fifty more—I say justify, be- 
lcause the frmness of the commander, 
| Sir Edward Paget, is approved. These 
| troops were ordered for the Burmese 
iwar, and there is very little reason to 
‘suppose but that the Burmese empire 
jwill be overthrown. Its conquest, 
‘however, may only tend to hasten the 
‘destruction of the British power in 
| India; and there is no redeeming prin- 
‘ciple in its existence to cause us to re- 
gret Its extinction. It was established 
and is maintained with the blood of an 
innocent and unoflending people,—a 
thousand times more virtuous than 
their christian conquerors, who have 
planted the cross of saint George on 
the dead carcasses of an indiscriminate- 
ly butchered population, 


THE WAR IN INDIA. 


A letter from an Assistant-Surgeon 
in the Indian army, speaking of the 
Burmese war, gays that it is “the 
bloodiest perhaps ever carried on. No 
quarter,” the letter continues, “is giv- 
en by these cannibals. i’very prisoner 
they take of ours is crucified, and a 
jcut made down his belly, his bowels 
Het out, and in that state he is left to 
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die. JI am sorry to say many of our 
people have already suffered this death. 
We, however, in our turn, mow them 
down in thousands, and take their 





stockades, or mud forts, as fast as we 
can get up with them. Sometimes 





mothers who do not baptize their chil. 
dren within ten days of their birth 
the rejection of Protestant sponsors— 
the insisting on the production of con. 
fessional certificates—the difficulty of 


‘obtaining christian burial—all these 


forty or fifty of them, on being ap-'| form a mass of tyranny and oppression 


proached by our troops, will stand from which the people will sooner or 


stone-still, blind their eyes, and be} 


shot. This has frequently happened. || 


At other times excessive numbers will) 
make a rush out of a jungle, and suc-! 


ceed in cutting off some of our troops.” | 


FRANCE. 

Great dissatisfaction and discontent 
are said to prevail throughout France, 
in consequence of some late laws, cal- 
culated to re-establish the ascendency 
of the priests and the nobility. 


“The present proceedings of the 
French government,” says a late Lon- 
don paper, “afford materials for reflec- 
tion. ‘The great aim manifestly is to 


establish the omnipresence of the ultra 


Catholic priesthood, by bringing all 


the concerns of education under their 
exclusive management, and permitting 
no other instruction to be given to the 
rising generation than such as tends to 
forward their designs, and to bring the 
great body of the nation once more 
under the dominion of their councils. 
They are advancing step by step, and 
there is, apparently, no stretch of guilt 
that will deter them from their pur- 
puse. It is the general opinion in; 
Paris that the recent assassination of | 
Paul Louis Courier was the deed of) 
some agent of the jesuitical fanatical | 
faction, as he had just finished, and; 
was putting to press, a work, in which 
all his powers of raillery and sarcasm 
were known to be employed against 
them. It was in a wood belonging to 
him at Veretz, near Tours, that the 
body was found, pierced with three 
balls 

« The fact is, the ordinance obliging 
the ceremony to be performed first in 
the church, and then at the municipal- 
ity—the threat of excommunicating all 











later rescue themselves. It cannot be 
otherwise.’’ 
SPAIN. 


An article dated Barcclonia, May 2, 
states—** The edict of the Archbishop of 
Tarragona, relative to the re-establish. 
ment of the Inquisition, is the general 
conversation here, and causes great 
alarm.” A general expectation of civil 
war is said to prevail throughout the pro- 
vinces of Spain; for which, the retirement 
of the French army will be the signal. 

Another article from Madrid, says:~ 
**Amidst the public calamities, whilst 
thousands of men, who have served their 
country, are perishing with want, and the 
government clerks scarcely get a third 
part of their salaries, the Jesuits and 
Monks flourish, and the public money is 
squandered in building convents, of which 
there are already in the Peninsula, up- 
wards of 180,000.” 


**On Holy Thursday,” says a late ac- 
count, ‘‘the king of Spain performed the 
ceremony of washing the feet of twelve 
poor men, representing the twelve Apos- 
tles. His majesty afterwards caused 4 


‘| sumptuous repast to be set before them, 


at which the queen, her father, and sis- 
ter, were present.” 


if the ‘‘ fwelve Apostles” were again to 
sojourn in this world, and enter the bor- 
ders of Spain, how long would it be 
(without some miraculous interposition) 
before those who now profess so much 
veneration for them would put them to 
death? The Jews highly honoured those 
whom their fathers killed, while at the 
same time they put to death Him who 
was greater than all the prophets. 


THE POPE. 


The Journal de Grand has an extract 
from a private letter, dated Paris, March 
22, to the following effect:— 


~~ys 


‘If we may believe letters from Italy, 
the Pope has declared that he does not 
recognise the new King of Naples, be- 
cause he has not obtained from him the 
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investiture of his kingdom; and also that 
his Holiness has forbidden the Bishops to 
crown him until he shali have come im 
person publicly to present the tribute 
due from the King's of Naples to the Holy 
See. These letters further state, that his 
Holiness has caused it to be signified to 
Maria Louisa, Dutchess of Parma, that 
she has to pay the tribute of a golden 
chalice to Saint Peter, which that Dutchy 
used to offer as a sign of vassalage. But 
the news that excites the most sensation 
among the Romans is, that after the end 
of the year 1825, they are not to have any 
mtore actresses in their theatres.” 


CARLILE THE DEIST. 


Mr. Taylor, a clergyman of the Church 
of England, and Secretary of the ‘‘ Chris- 
tian Evidence Society,” England, has ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Peel, Secretary of 
State, in favour of the instant liberation 
of Richard Carlile (now in the sixth year 
of his imprisonment) and six others, in 
confinement upon the charges of blas- 
phemy or vending deistical writings. The 
tollowing, among other reasons, are as- 
signed by Mr. Taylor for the liberation 
of these men: 

‘*To remove the dishonour reflected 
on the Christian Religion, in supporting 
it by means which the Christian Religion 
itself forbids. 

‘*The certainty that these prosecutions 
have contributed, more than all other 
causes put together, to extend and pro- 
pagate the very matter they were intend- 
ed to repress, so tliat the prosecutors 
themselves have been its virtual publish- 
ers. 

‘‘The facts that these publications 
fowing to the very means taken to re- 
press them) have now attained an un- 
limited and uncontrollable. circulation, are 
more diffused than the tracts of the So- 
ciety for promoting Christian knowledge; 
more read, &c. 

** That the law itself is exposed to con- 


tempt and ridicule, by the impotence of 


an attempt to coerce the right of private 
jpurdgment. 

“Humanity and justice forbid a pun- 
ishment that can accomplish no good 
end,” &c. ke. 


—_-_- 


[From the Hillsborough Gazette. } 


ON TOLERATION. 


If we cannot exhibit a better life than 
an Atheist, we must be very bad calcula- 
tors, and if we cannot exhibit a better 
doctrine, we must be still worse reagon- 








ers. Shall we then dura a man because 
he chooses to say in his neart, there is no 
God? To say it in his mean is incompati- 
ble with a sound state of the cerebellum. 
But if all who wished there was no God, 
believed it too, we should have many 
Atheists. He that has lived without a 
God, would be very happy to die without 
one; and he that by this conduct has ta- 
ken the word not out of the command- 
ments, would most willingly insert it into 
the creed. Thou shalt kill, and thou shalt 
commit adultery, would be very conve- 
niently supported by ‘*I do not believe 
in God.” But are we to burn a man for so 
absurd a doctrine’? Yes, says the zealot, 
for fear of his making proselytes. That 
he will attempt to make proselytes 1 ad- 
mit, even to a system so fatherless, so for- 
lorn, and so gloomy; and%he will attempt 
it on the same principle which causes lit- 
tle children to cry at night for a bed-fel- 
low—he is afraid of being left alone in the 
dark! But to grant that he will be sue- 
cessful in his attempt to convert others, 
would be to grant that he has some rea- 
son on his side; and we have yet to learn 
that reason can be consumed by fire, or 
overwhelmed by force. We will burn him 
then for the sake of example. But his 
example, like his doctrine, is so absurd, 
that, let him alone, and none will follow 
it. But by burning him, you yourselves 
have set a most horrid exumple, which the 
innumerable champions of bigotry and of 
fanaticism have followed, and will follow, 
whenever and wherever they have power 
to do so. By burning an Atheist, you have 
lent importance to that which was absurd, 
interest to that which was forbidding, 
light to that which was the essence of 
darkness. For atheism is a system which 
can communicate neither warmth nor il- 
lumination, except from those faggots 
which your mistaken zeal has lighted up 
for its destruction. Coron. 


(Extract of a letter from Geauga Co. Ohio.} 


** Enclosed you will receive one dollar, 
for which I want another number of your 
publication forwarded to my office direct- 
ed to me. These and similar writings have 
done and are still doing wonders, ih ex- 
posing priestcraft in all its native deform- 
ity. Like the touch of Ithuriel’s spear in 
Milton, thev have cleared our vision, and 
instead of what we once supposed to be 
an angel of light, we only behold a bloat» 
ed reptile. The beast is writhing in agony; 
but let us not. fondly imagine. that the 
deadly wound cannot be healed. He is 
quietly waiting for us to tire, and to be 
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lulled into security: and here lies the 
danger, for a relapse is worse than the 
first disease.. Mankind, like every thing | 


around them, are never stationary—and | 
like the pendulum of a clock which has 
been drawn to one extremity, must be 
suffered to pass the medium before it can 
attain its regular motion. 

‘*} now as ever heartily wish you suc- 
cess in your laudable undertaking.” 


** American Society for Meliorating the 
condition of the Jews.” During the last 
year, 109 auxilianes have been added to 
this Socicty, making the whole number 
$22. ‘The present funds of the society 
are said to amount to 13,841 dollars. Has 
the condition of a single Jew in America 
been meliorated, or one convert been 
made’ Amongall the numerous ‘‘ chari- 
table societies” in this country, there is 
none, perhaps, that will turn out to be so 
great a sham as this mel/orating society. 
322 auxiliary societies, and several agents 
prowling through every part of the Union, 
must bring in a pretty round sum of mo- 
ney every year; which, if it has no ef- 
fect to convert the Jews, will no doubt 
be a benefit or injury to some others. 


Mr. Frey, the converted Jew, is again 
on a tour through New England, to get 
money for ‘‘ meliorating the condition of 
the Jews.” In all probability his route 
will be a new one, as promising more 
success. (NV. Hf. Sentinel. 

NEW WAY FOR RAISING MONEY. 

It appears from a number of certificates 
ately published in a paper printed at 
Huntingdon, in this state, that the officers 
in the Methodist church in that part of the 
country have adopted a plan of selling 
tokens (or tickets) to attend their sacra- 
mental occasions at 64, 124, and 25 cents 
each. This may bring a little money into 
the coffers of the church,—but it is pro- 
faning what they call the ‘‘ table of the 
Lord,” and appears not to be very well 
relished by the people. 

Richard Allen, too, the black bishop in 
this city, we understand, sells tickets for 
admittance to his love-feasts, at 25 cents 
each. 

Such conduct among professing chris- 
tians, is far more unbecoming and dis- 
graceful than that of the buyers, sellers, 
and money-changers in the Temple, whose 
tables and seats Christ overthrew;:—and 
sooner or later all this gain and traffic 
now going on in meeting-houses, and 
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MEXICO. 


A late paper states that the Mexican 
Congress has abolished all titles of nobijj. 
ty throughout the confederation, and tha 
a strong disposition prevailed to curtail 
the power of the priests.—The time may 
be when all that fine country will be libe 

rated from the thraldom of priestcraft, and 
these, now free United States, be brought 
into it. 


AR 
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The Emperor of Russia has given order 
to the Samoieds, a half barbarous people, 
living near Archangel, to turn Christians 

N. ¥. Advocate. 





The steam boat Eliza left Cincinnat; 
‘for Louisville on the 21st ult. with up. 
| wards of thirty passengers on board, citi. 
‘zens of Cincinnati, on their way to Har- 
'mony, Indiana, to join the establishment 
|of Mr. Owen. Zion’s Advocaie. 


The General Assembly of the Presby- 
teman Church, at their late meeting, re- 
solved to establish another Theologica 
| Seminary, to be located in the West; and 
; appointed a committee, of which General 
Jackson is a member, to report on this 
most suitable site. | Nut:onal Gazette 

On Tuesday evening the 12th ultimo, 
, there was what is called a spinning visi, 
lin a certain congregation in Orange coun- 
lty, [N. Y.] about 14 miles west of New- 
ibargh. The congregation belongs to 4 
Presbyterian denomination. A deacon 
of the church was present, and assented 
ito the doings of the evening. Promiscuous, 
\dancing and card-playing were the amuse- 
‘inents. |Avangelical Witness. 





The corner-stone of an 2merican Pres 
|byterian Church was laid at Montreal the 
15th inst.; the Lawyers, Masonic Lodges, 
| Grenadiers and Dragoons, with numerous 
citizens attended the procession. 


(New York paper. 


A distant subscriber is particularly de- 
sirous to have a copy of ** Another voice 
from the Grave,” published some years 
since by the Tract Society in this city. 
Any person who will furnish one to the 
Editor of this paper shall be liberally 
| compensated. 


————— 
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The Reformer is printed on the first of each 
‘month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be ad- 
| dressed and payment made, to I. R. GATES, 
| Proprictor and principal Editor, No. 290, North 
Third Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can be 








among priests, will be brought to naught. 


| supplied from the commencement of the work: 





